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Darkness wars with darkness as the hard-bitten men of the Black Company take their pay and do

what they must. They bury their doubts with their dead.Then comes the prophecy: The White Rose

has been reborn, somewhere, to embody good once moreâ€¦This omnibus edition comprises The

Black Company, Shadows Linger, and The White Roseâ€”the first three novels in Glen Cook's

bestselling fantasy series. At the Publisher's request, this title is being sold without Digital Rights

Management Software (DRM) applied.
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The Black Company stands apart from other works in the genre. True, it's the story of an epic

struggle, a rebellion against a dark sorceress, and a prophecy. But this story is told from a very

human perspective. It's stripped of the grandeur and nobility found in other fantasy fiction. The

characters are real in a way that most other fantasy characters aren't: you can't pin them down. In

fact, it often seems as though Cook's overriding point in these novels is to keep reminding us that

nobody is either purely good or purely evil.This edition collects the first three novels of the Black

Company, what the stories refer to as the Books of the North. All three are told from the perspective



Croaker, the physician/narrator whose selective storytelling shows us the realism of a mystical war.

He admits to -- and glosses over -- the shortcomings of his brethren, and shows us his own

limitations as a narrator. It feels as though Croaker is a war correspondent, intent on telling the truth,

but unable and unwilling to share everything he sees and feels. The limitations Cook places on

Croaker can frustrate; at times, plot twists appear out of nowhere, due to events that took place

outside of Croaker's presence. But by sticking to this narrative form, Cook provides the reader with

an easy way in. Before you know it, you'll have accepted Croaker's world, and you'll want

more.Despite the size of this edition, the Black Company novels are a quick read. Cook doesn't

waste words with frilly descriptions, and he pares his sentences down to their most basic elements.

The spare writing style keeps the story moving along at a rapid clip. There isn't a phrase or

sentence you can get away with skipping.
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